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Office Building “Maximus” in Utrecht

EHIW: Arjen Hoogeveen, Mark Westerhuis,
Arjen Westerhuis, Jacco van Wengerden,
Erik Grootveld; Architectenbureau
Hoogeveen bv

T#2If: Van der Vorm engineering bv

Ir. Arjen Hoogeveen
Text based on the article by Hans de Groot in Het
Houtblad 3/2007.
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Ground floor plan
Scale 1: 1500
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Two airy office pavilions with wooden
exterior walls, surrounded by a second
facade made up of milk glass panels,
situated on a huge wooden patio with
parking space below. The car park is
hidden and semi-sunken behind a green
slope, the top covered with a bilinga cover
and bordered on the entrance side by
gabion with hard stone blocks. The cover is
interspersed in a natural manner with trees.
The materials used are principally wood
and glass, with some simple steel grilles to
provide shade and access for cleaning.
There are two spaces on the cover, one
long and shallow and the other broad and
right-angled, creating the optimum range of
flexible options for use.

Owing to the essential speed of construction,
a prefab CD20 concrete table structure was
chosen with slender columns and a thin floor.
With simple design principles the architects
have concentrated on the expression and
opportunities offered by the exterior walls.
This focus on simplicity and the use

of “warm” Western red cedar with the
“coolness” of glass has resulted in airy,
transparent and serene architecture.

By electing for daylight ingress from floor to
ceiling, the light is able to penetrate deep into
the building. This also optimises the return
from the sun-reflecting galleries.

The basic elements are simple: two glass
fibre mats in the wood and one in the voile.
The interaction of exterior wall and voile

provides a stimulating transition between
interior and exterior and gives this boundary
a softness and indistinctness.

The calmness of the details is also obtained
by not incorporating any revolving elements
in the glass, but rather placing these in the
exterior wall of Western red cedar. This was
inspired by the shutters in the Sainte-Marie
de la Tourette monastery in France by Le
Corbusier. Solid cedar planks now serve as
a horizontally pivoted window, making all the
glass windows free of jambs.

The cladding units are of PEFC-certified
pine, the frames of FSC-certified Western red
cedar and the cover of bilinga.

All'in all, this building was created with a
great deal of attention to detail and fun.
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1 $RER 1 aluminium hood 17 16
2 HEEEEHE 2 bitumen sealant
3 RERHE 3 insulation = ~~5+—— |
4 200mm x 200mm TR 5E LA 1 4 200x200mm concrete prefab. e
5 SEERIEE 5 galvinized grating 18]
6 $EEE IPE TFH 6 galvinized steel IPE s (|
7 18mmx 120mm FEERLIAAZ ER 7 18mmx120mm western red cedar cladding
8 BKE 8  waterproof foil Y N—
9 mRE 9 vapour barrier - |
10 $BmBAKEK 10 aluminium weather bar
n @EpAE 11 ventilated cavity
12 140mm T 1R RBRHRE 12 140mm insulation mineral wool
13 12.5mm &3 A ER 13 12.5mm enforced plasterboard
14 WRIH 14 double glazing
15 1200mmx 3200mm EEL LI 15 1200mmx 3200mm laminated safety glass 19
16 $EEAM 16 galvanized steel angle
17 28mmx145mm bilinga AK#x 17 28 x145mm wooden deck bilinga
18  59mmx221mm bilinga KZ2 18  59x221mm bilinga beams
19 MAVRELT 19  reinforced concrete
20 40mm x 210mm PEERLTHH 7 E R 20 40x210mm western red cedar panel






